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example on Juan da Cosa's map), formed a continuous land
barrier from the far north to the far south, an opinion held by
Oviedo and by the pilot Andreas Moralis, both men with West
Indian experience. The policy advocated by those who took this
view was that ships should be built, launched, and equipped
for exploring the South Sea, at a port established on the farther
shore of the isthmus of Darien itself, and this plan was eventu-
ally followed.
While ail were agreed, from reason and experience alike, that
there must be a multitude of islands in the South Sea which
would yield pearls and spices besides the Moluccas themselves,
the position of the latter, in respect of the dividing lines laid
down by the Papal Bull and by the subsequent Treaty of
Tordesillas, was now naturally very keenly discussed on all
sides. The time was therefore ripe for the publication of an
authoritative work on World Geography, and it was Enciso
who undertook the task. The date of his second return from the
West Indies is not clear, but he obtained the Royal Privilege
for the printing of his Suma on 5th September, 1518. This was
rather less than a year after the arrival in Seville of the Portu-
guese pilot Magellan, whose proposal was to sail right round
Tierra Firme, however far south it extended, and so reach the
Moluccas and those seas which he already knew from his Far
Eastern experiences.
To illustrate his book, Enciso prepared a Mappa Mimdi
which unfortunately was printed separately and has not sur-
vived, although its existence is made clear from the Preface
and from the Royal Privilege1, which is printed at the be-
ginning of the book in the customary way. It is probable that
we have a derivation of this plane-sphere of Enciso's in the
14 F pwque esto vuestra alteza pudiesse mejor comprehender hize
hazar uno figura en piano en que puse todas las tierras y provincias del
universo de que fasta oy ha avido noticia por escrituras autenticas y por
Tista en nuestros tiemposS (Preface).
'Erne suplicastes que mandasse ver y examinar el dicho libro y espera
end mi consejo y pues del redundava muy gran provecho y utilidad alos
dichos mamnte$\  (Privilege).